
“Thanks to ZIMS, students can design 
and populate their virtual exhibits.”

ZIMS in Action:
 Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust

Forward-thinking conservation, projects that matter

Who: Durrell Widlife Conservation Trust

Where: Jersey, UK

Thanks to its forward-thinking founder Gerald Durrell, Durrell Zoo, established in 1959, and Durrell Wildlife 

Conservation Trust, established in 1963, were created with the explicit mission of saving species from 

extinction. (Aptly, the Trust’s symbol is the extinct dodo bird.) Based in Jersey in the Channel Islands, the 

organization provides intensive hands-on 

management of endangered species at both its 

main facility and through 50 conservation 

programs in 18 countries worldwide.

The Jersey facility is a safe haven for animals 

threatened with extinction in their natural habitat. 

There, as they breed, keeper-conservationists have 

the unique opportunity to observe and study them 

to create studbooks and husbandry guidelines, and 

to ensure their survival within the global zoo 

community. Ocasionally, where possible, animals 

will be released to the wild through carefully 

planned reintroduction projects. Dozens of mammal, 

amphibian, bird and reptile species are included in 

Durrell’s conservation projects in Jersey and around 

the world, including aye-ayes, Lesser Antillean 

iguanas, pied tamarins, Round Island boas, Bali 

starlings, Sumatran orangutans and Montserrat 

orioles.
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Conservationists at Durrell strongly believe in the value of sharing data through ZIMS to advance research. 

Dr. Amy Louise Hall, registrar at Durrell, points to its work with Livingstone’s fruit bats (Pteropus livingstonii). 

“Bristol Zoological Gardens and Jersey have shared all their records for the study on cardiomyopathy in this 

species. We have also shared data on all our Montserrat mountain chicken frogs (Leptodactylus fallax) with 

London and Chester for the purposes of research and management.”

Durrell conservationists use ZIMS on a day-to-day basis, too, for husbandry, medical and studbook purposes. 

And Dr. Hall notes that Durrell’s conservation department uses the data in ZIMS to document the 

effectiveness of zoos in the face of global species crises such as the one caused by chytridiomycosis, a fungus 

causing a global pandemic currently devastating 

wild populations of amphibians. (Thanks to a 

pioneering study led by scientists from the 

Zoological Society of London in partnership with 

Durrell Trust and other conservation organizations, 

amphibians have been successfully treated for 

chytridiomycosis in the wild for the first time, a major 

milestone in the progress of this lethal fungus.)

Equally important, Dr. Hall notes, is the fact that the 

data helps Durrell assess whether they and other 

zoological organizations are keeping and helping 

species that reflect the full range of IUCN’s 

endangerment categories (endangered, threatened, 

and critically endangered).

Learn more about Durrell’s conservation programs. 
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